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To believe and do these things with sincerity is to
dwell in the Holy City which the disciple John saw
coming down from God out of heaven. The vision
was a parable. John did indeed see all that he
described, a city whose foundations were precious
Stones, whose gates were of pearl and whose Street
was of gold.

But the sparkling gems he saw Stand for the great
truths of the Divine Word which shine with the
inner Wisdom and Love of the Lord. The gates
leading into the city mean man's belief in the Lord
Jesus Christ, a belief which leads man into the New
Church which the Lord is founding on earth. The
Street of gold is the upright conduct and loving
service and worship of a man when he obeys the
teaching of the Lord's Word.

Swedenborg knew that if men worshipped and
loved the Lord Jesus Christ as the only God, life
on earth would become as happy and beautiful as it
is in heaven. The Lord Himself and all the angels
in the heavenly kingdom are working to bring this
about. When the inner wisdom of the Sacred
Scriptures which Swedenborg was commanded to
make known is understood and made to live in the
thoughts and deeds of men, mankind on earth will
be very near to those who dwell already in the
e Happy Isles* and find eternal joy in serving God
and their fellowmen.